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How to implement the teachings of nature?
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In the course of the last half century the concept of biomimetics has become ever
more refined. Various sub-disciplines developed and found their way into the
curricula of colleges, into R&D departments and influenced the way scientists
investigate natural systems. However, researchers and engineers that can integrate the
knowledge and skills required to tackle the interdisciplinary field of biomimetics
remain scarce. In an attempt to team young graduates from a variety of academic
backgrounds and to qualify them to overlook the field of biomimetics in energy
systems, a homonymous M.Sc. program has been established at the Carinthia
University of Applied Sciences. As few programs with a comparable approach exist
so far, innumerable new approaches are likely to arise from the work of
interdisciplinary groups striving to cross barriers that still exist between engineers and
scientists, between developers and investors. One of the most crucial elements to the
success of this endeavour is to bring together young, motivated and qualified people.
Costly experimental effort, in contrast, can be minimized if existing knowledge and
experimental data is re-evaluated. Keeping furthermore in mind that Pakistan, as well
as many developing countries, possesses a great natural diversity makes this approach
seem very well suited to boost innovation here.



